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the King, for instance, that all his predecessors, with the
exception of his late brother, had added to their terri-
tories, and asked him whether he wished to follow that
brother's example. To judge from the amazement
depicted on their faces they evidently thought I had
made too free with the bottle that morning. Costenoble
drew up the protocol, and when I looked through it
afterwards I found that the passages in which I had
expressed myself most clearly and forcibly were omitted.
They contained precisely my best arguments. I called
his attention to this and protested. Yes, he said,
that was so, but he thought I should be glad if he left
it out. I replied, ' Not at all. You must have thought,
I suppose, that I had taken a little too much. But I
insist upon all that I said appearing exactly as I
said it'"

It is true, the Minister observed, as we were after-
wards talking of our adventures in France, that he has
no longer a good memory, except for matters of business.
(" If I have read anything in a despatch <j>r elsewhere
in the course of business, I remember it," he said, " but
in other things I am not sure of myself.") The fore-
going statement, however, agrees in all important
particulars with what he told me at Reims on the llth
of September, 1870, about those events.

Including the time spent over our coffee in the
billiard-room, this sitting was an exceptionally long one.
We sat together for nearly two and a half hours, and
the Prince spoke on a great number of interesting topics,
especially political movements, events, and personages.
He described exhaustively the way in which ManteuiFel
(the Minister, not the general) tried to make money on
the Stock Exchange, utilising his official position for
that purpose, "The Embassies had to send him the